marks on the pathology of this part of the structure.
It is well known that bones grow and are nourished by the same means as other parts of the system, and are subject to the same laws. Together with the other white textures, they are less freely supplied with blood-vessels and nerves in proportion to the other parts, more especially after their growth is completed.
When incited action of the blood-vessels in their harder structures takes place, their sensibility is roused to an exquisite degree, and their healthy or perverted processes are carried on with great vigour and amazing rapidity. Solution of continuity in bones is repaired by the agglutinative process, or union by the first intention; or if, from the nature and circumstances of the injury, or the improper interference of art, Nature is in this thwarted, the breach will be repaired by granulation. The granulations will be found to shoot from the broken surfaces, the vessels of which become extremely active, and the callus or new bone is the result of their assimilation or consolidation.
To the surrounding soft parts has been attributed a great share of the work in the union of broken bones ; and when bones have^Tbeen fractured in circumstances not admitting of this assistance, the process of reparation, it is said, cannot be accomplished.
In dissecting a fractured limb which has been removed during the process of union by callus, it will be found that the new bone is uniformly attached to the sound part of the old, the vessels of the part employed in this process being much increased in size. The newly deposited bone, which in its turn carries on the process, being perforated by numerous and large foramina, for the entrance of corresponding ramifications of arteries, &c. The new formation will be perceived shooting from the opposed ends till these are united; and the masses in which they are deposited will be direct, and but slightly prominent, or, on the other hand, irregular and unshapely, according as the separated ends are favourably or unfavourably placed. I can conceive it possible, and in fact have frequently found, new bone connected with the soft parts; but this was the product of a splinter, which had still retained its vitality, and ivhose vessels had formed a contribution to the general action.
Great powers not only in the production, but also in the removal of bone, have been long allowed to the periosteum. No one, I will venture to say, has as yet detected this membrane [To be continued
